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Dear Mr. Leggett and Members of the Montgomery County Council, 

I have received a complaint that County officials and employees are engaged in 
the expenditure of County funds and the use of County employees on the job during 
working hours to campaign in support of Question B. 

As I am sure you are aware, all solicitations and expenditures of funds to support 
or oppose a ballot question at an election must be conducted by a ballot issue commiUee. 
(see, for example, the enclosed article from the Baltimore Sun regarding public official 
support for Question 7). If funds have been provided or spent in support of Question B 
by the County, rather than through a duly established ballot issue committee registered 
with the State Board of Elections, those actions may violate Title 13 of the Election Law 
Article. Section 13-603 of the Election Law Article provides that such violations are 
punishable by a fine of $25,000.00 and/or imprisonment not exceeding one year. 

Article 24, § 13-105 provides that "[a]n employee of a local entity may not: (1) 
engage in political activity while on the job during working hours...". Section 13-106 
provides that such a violation is a misdemeanor punishable by a fine not exceeding 
$3,000.00 and/or imprisonment not exceeding 6 months. A public officer who directs, 
orders or solicits employees under his authority or control to violate that section may 
have committed the common law offense of misconduct in office. 



An examination of the County website and other publicly available materials 
indicates that the Montgomery County Office of Public Information has been actively 
engaged in producing and distributing materials clearly and unequivocally urging a vote 
in favor of Question B. It is also apparent from the website that the same office is also 
actively advocating approval of another ballot issue relating to employment of veterans, 
known as Question A. 

This Office will be conducting an investigation into these activities to determine 
whether any criminal violations warranting criminal prosecution have been committed in 
connection with these activities, including, but not limited to the violations specified 
above. Whether any violations continue after the date of this letter will certainly be a 
factor in our determination whether any violations found warrant criminal prosecution. 



Very truly yours, 




Emmet C. Davitt 
State Prosecutor 



Casino backers turn to O'Malley, other officials - Baltimore Sun 



Page 1 of 3 



jvm .r* \y >i i , 



5UN 



a 1»!<H| c>h Llctt' ,101 f ' , mn.'-it 
ciii'l hi<|iiil!fo. ^~ 



JOBS RENTALS HOMES CARS CLASSIFIEO AUCTIONS ADVERTISE STORE REWARDS SUBSCRIBE CONTACT 



MARYLAND SPORTS ORIOLES BUSINESS LIFE HEALTH ENTERTAINMENT EVENTS OPINION VIDEO DEALS 

BREAKING NEWS WEATHER TRAFFIC OBITUARIES GAMES NATION/WORLD WEIR0NEW5 MOBILE ALERTS BLOOS PHOTOS SUN MAGAZINE PRINT EDITION 



Home > Collections > National Harbor 

Ads By Google 

■ ^Bi^HSII 




ON ENERGY 




O'Malley, county execs appear in new 
casino ads 




Spots seek to reassure voters that revenue would go to schools 

Octobar 16, 2012 1 By Michael Oreaser, The Baltimore Sun 
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1 * - ' ! Proponents of expandsd gambling have enllilwl four loading political figures — Including Gov Martin O'Meiley — to 
make television ads assuring voters that the additional tax revenue expected to flow Into stale coffers will go to 



edjcstlon 

The 30-second spots aim to counter what is apparently an effective argument by opponents of Question T on the Nov. S 
ballot: That voters can't trust po Itldana not to divert the acdibonal revenue away from the schools. 
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The latest ads si- aw C'Maley, Prince George's County Executive Rusham L. Dakar III, Montgomery County Executive 
I si eh Laggatt and and former Batkrore County Executive Jim S Tilth tolling Marylanders that if they stop the Sow of 
garnbsng doners to neighboring slates, the money will be used In the classroom. 

O'Maliey's ac, paid for by a ballot committee fnarced largely by MGM Resorts Intemallonal. shows him looking nfrecvy 
into the camera and urging Marylanders to vote yes on a plan thai woud raise state revenue by allowing a new casino in 
Praioa George's County and allowing Jajjle. 3 games at all casinos In the slate 

"As governor, I can promise you that money will go to education. Thars the law, ard that's what we'll do," he said 

The ad follows harsh enncism the governor leveled at Penn National Gaming, the chief opponent of the gambling 
expansion plan, for its arguments questioning Maryland leaders' commitment to uslrg the new revenue to fund schools 
Penn National ads make the argument that there is ro guarantee that money earmarked for education in the law will 
actually Increase state funding 3 for schools. 

Independent analysts have pointed out that Is true; while the law dlnKts revenue lo the Education Trust Fund, 
lawmakers are free to reduce other spending on schools 10 offset the increased revenue In the trust fund 

MGM wants to operate a new casino at Nabone Harbor In Prince George's while Perm National, which operates a large 
casino In West Vrowia 3, wants lo block it. Together they have raised more then $45 million «c e high-stakes ad war 

According :o p-oponeits, fe O'Malley ad Is on the air in both Washlngtcn and Baltimore. Anott-er ad, pairing Legged 
and Baker, Is being shown In the Wasrr'nglon area. Two versions of ads by SnUIn era running on Baltimore sIM'ona. All 
are being paid for by FOR Maryland Jobs and Schools, the ballot cormlttee set up by MGM and other Question 7 
backers 

The ads "(present an apparent shift in tactics by casino supporters, who previously hao been loubrg vie economic 
developmer: be-'eMs 3 of the gambling expansion plan 
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Steve Rube, pin dent o' the poling Urn OpniaiWorks, said he'* surprised by supporters' annum -j i* public 
offcisi! m ti* ads 

Trust ir t oclec officials is net s: a high level right now." he said. They've Identified the fan (hay reed to cfianga 
strategy, but thl* Is an unusual *sy to go at the end becauss its last th ng people want to hear s what poMaans think ' 
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Raabe. whose firm pal* for The Sup 3. found In a survey las! month ifat mora tr>»n half of Man/and veers eppose 
Quastlor T while 36 percent would vew yes But he did not n,le out a comeback by gambling supporters "Despite all the 
opposition, it's sail entirety passible they can win* he said. 

The use of elected officials in an VGV-spoitsorod ad raise* ath cal issues, said Janes Brownirg, rnld-AMntlc director of 
the watchdog group Common Cats*. 1 raises the ecpesrance of a possible "quid pre o>o." he said. The spots also gm 
the officials free publicity for possible future campaigns. 

Browning said Malay's njls >n particular raises corcarns. 

"He's paying for real y high slakes now - thinking of runr-ng for president he's gong to remember his Vends, Browning 
sold 

But Raoue Gu lioty, O Meia/s spokeswoman, denied the govameCs appearanoe naisaa etrleal ssuas. She said the 
governor was not paid and noted Iha! the legislation that put Question 7 on ma bal ot was his own Mi. 

This solely has to do with putting >o rest e~oneous statements made by the opposition, adding clarity and voi&ng his 
support for ■eg station that he sponsored, ' she said. 

Leggett said his appearance was made without pay end on hs own una He said N made toe ad simply because he 
believes Questlor 7 wo Jd make good public policy. A spokesmen (or Baker could rot be reached 

Kevin Mcleugh in a spokesman Tor the ballot corrronee fursed by Psrn National said (re appearance of O'Malley and 
Baker in *e sds shows a bias toward National harbor erd against Rosecroft Raceway, a Penn National-owned property 
mat Is eligible jrder the law to compete for a casino license. 

1! would give tie appes nance that the oper Didong process they dan- (rare is actually a faros,' McLaughSn sad 
mcnael sresseiSbeluun con- 
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